
In 196 1 approximatel y 7 0 p e r ce nt of the $7. 3 
milli on in far m income was d erive d fr om f ie ld 
crops . Even though th e c ou nty is rel a tiv el y 
s mal l in size, it ranks hi gh in t h e v alue o f 
fie l d crops sold. In 19 6 1 the coun ty ranked 
41 a mong the 100 counties in value o f fiel d 
crops s old, a si g n i f i cant in c r e ase o ve r its 
rank of 46 in 195 5. 

Accord ing to the county exten s ion sta f f , f arm 
i ncome will increase greatl y dur ing th e next 
few years. It is estimated that the county 
farm income will increase al mos t 22 p er cent 
between 1961 and 1967 o r i ncr e ase to $8 . 8 
million in 19 6 6. 

Tobacco is expected to remain the most impor­
t ant farming enterprise in the count y . I n 
1960, eighty percent of the f arm income f rom 

crop s c ame fro m t o bacco . Tobacco is not only 
an impo rtant source of far m income , the crop 
c ont ribu t es to the econ o my of Sanford in a 
t a ng ible way. 

Th e Sanf o rd tobacco market not onl y prov i d es 
s easonal e mployment for people i n the a r e a, 
it d r a ws farmers to the city at a most im ­
portant time, a t ime when they have the most 
mone y . Evidently, the tobacco market is draw ­
i n g mo re fa r mers to the city each year. 

In 19 5 7 the 4.5 million pounds sold on the 
Sanf o rd ma rket r epresente d onl y 0.7 perc e nt 
of all t he flu e -cure d t o bacco s o ld in N. C. 
duri n g t hat ye a r. During this past market i ng 
season 1 2 .6 milli o n p ounds were sold on the 
ma rket . This am o un t ed t o 1.4 percent of all 
t he s a les in the St a te in 19 6 2. 

- 19 -


